Investigations on gossypol: past and present developments.
Gossypol has received significant attention as a result of its potential therapeutic application as a male antifertility agent. Furthermore, recent research examining the biological activity of gossypol has revealed a number of other promising lines of enquiry. These have focused on the antitumour, antiviral and antioxidant actions of the compound in various disease states. This article provides an overview of the studies on the biological activity of gossypol, with particular attention paid to the mechanisms of its activity and its prospect as a medicinal product.